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Theft of Contractor’s Plant 
Guest Presentation at IMIA Conference 2009, Gleneagles 16th September 2008 
 

This very interesting topic was presented by Ian Elliott of the London Metropolitan 
Police who gave a clear picture of how the situation of thefts of contractors plant and 
machinery has developed.  

Ian described the ways the plant is stolen and removed to be sold at different places 
even abroad. The consequence of such thefts is not alone the material loss mostly 
carried by machinery insurers but also the financial losses due to disturbance in the 
contract works. The presentation then goes on to advise on how to better protect 
against theft and how to improve security and identification of stolen equipment. The 
measures taken jointly by the police, contractors and machinery insurers are well 
described in the presentation under the heading of a newly introduced identification 
technology called CESAR (Construction Equipment Security and Registration 
Scheme). To search for more information of this security system, please use this link: 
www.cesarscheme.org.  

See also attached newspaper clipping from Insurance Day. 
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